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North Valley County Water & Sewer District, Inc.
P. O. Box 119, St. Marie, MT 59231
Board Meeting #356
5:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 22, 2019 at Town Hall

Directors in attendance:	Hugh Frankson, James Logan, and Carl Millerick

Directors absent:	Nick Chiechi.  One Director position is currently vacant, awaiting appointment.

Others in attendance:	 Alice Hawkins, Robert Esaias, DeAnn Ketchum, Jerry Ketchum, Marv Bethea, Elinor Lindsay, Arlene Mills and Tom Mills
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Acting President Hugh Frankson.  Three Directors were present, providing a quorum.  Proof of notice was by posting today’s agenda on town hall bulletin board and at the Valley County Courthouse on 01/17/2019.  Frankson welcomed the public.  Frankson asked everyone in the room if there were any additions and/or deletions to today’s agenda.  No public comments were made.  Frankson called for a motion to approve the agenda for Meeting #356, as posted.   Carl Millerick made the motion to approve the agenda for Meeting #356, as posted.   James Logan seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous.  Frankson called for a motion to approve the minutes of Meeting #355, and minutes of Special Meeting #67, as written.  Millerick made the motion to approve the minutes of Meeting #355, and minutes of Special Meeting #67, as written.  Logan seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous.
Reports & Business:
	General Manager’s Report:  	Part-time operator Rob Esaias provided updates.  
	Calendar.		Directors reviewed the calendars for January and February 2019.  Calendar items of note were:  meters read on January 23, bills mailed on January 29, 24-hour shutoff notices posted on February 11, water sample collected on February 12, President’s Day office closed on February 18, Anthony Hebert will attend the MRWS annual water conference in Great Falls February 19-23, meters read February 24-25, Hebert attends Montana 811 training in Glasgow February 27, bills mailed February 27, and new water rates effective March 1, 2019.
	Systems Report:		Esaias reported the system is running smoothly with no problems to report.  
Financial Report:  
		a.	Claims.		Hawkins reported November 2018 claims totaled $19,623.46 and December 2018 claims totaled $16,052.48.  After discussion, Frankson called for a motion to approve payment of claims for November 2018 totaling $19,623.46 and December 2018 claims totaling $16,052.48.  Logan moved to approve the payment of claims for November 2018 totaling $19,623.46; Millerick seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous.  Logan moved to approve the payment of claims for December 2018 totaling $16,052.48.  Frankson seconded the motion, and the vote was two to approve and Millerick voted no. Motion carried.



	b. 	Financials.		Hawkins reported 
November 2018 the District had deposits totaling $20,418.38 and she further stated the O&M checking account balance was $66,122.828, with $1,938.91 in (4) outstanding checks, the Lagoon/Lift Station account balance was $23,467.44, the 2009 Revenue Bond repayment reserve account balance was $77,377.50, the capital improvement account balance was $116,256.84, and the Stockman Bank of Terry, MT checking account balance was $55,104.60.  The grand total of accounts was $338,329.20.  Hawkins also stated one Certificate of Deposit, currently with Independence Bank, totaled $129,063.05.  Hawkins reported the grand total of all accounts for the District was $467,392.25.
December 2018 the District had deposits totaling $21,615.94 and she further stated the O&M checking account balance was $71,672.24, with $441.11 in (4) outstanding checks, the Lagoon/Lift Station account balance was $23,471.43, the 2009 Revenue Bond repayment reserve account balance was $77,410.36, the capital improvement account balance was $114,413.64, and the Stockman Bank of Terry, MT checking account balance was $55,118.64.  The grand total of accounts was $345,403.49.  Hawkins also stated one Certificate of Deposit, currently with Independence Bank, totaled $129,063.05.  Hawkins reported the grand total of all accounts for the District was $474,466.54.
	Frankson called for a motion to accept the Financials as presented.  Millerick made the motion to accept the November and December 2018 Financials as presented.  Logan seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous.
Budget Report: 	Hawkins reported as of November 30, 2018, revenue totaled $119,510.75 at 41% of budget and expenses totaled $121,774.85 at 43% of budget.  Further, as of December 31, 2018, revenue totaled $140,763.42 at 48% of budget and expenses totaled $142,620.07 at 51% of budget.  Noted depreciation of assets was $8,927.00 per month and $3,911.26 has been expended from the Reserve budget of $22,000.00 to purchase the tamper.  
Delinquent Accounts Report:  Hawkins reported the District now has 376 customers billed out with 266 actively paying.  Delinquent accounts already shutoff, billed basic rate only (110 units) totaled $41,429.65.  Hawkins reported these 110 customer accounts will be deferred to Valley County in the form of real property assessment tax liens if not collected by August 15, 2019.
	Unfinished Business:	
		a.		Rate Ordinance #15.	Frankson stated public hearings were held on January 14 and 15.  Frankson asked Esaias to read aloud NVCW&SD Rate Ordinance No. 15 to be effective March 1, 2019.  After the reading, Directors answered further questions. No discussion took place.  Frankson called for a motion to approve NVCW&SD Rate Ordinance No. 15 as read.  Millerick made the motion to approve NVCW&SD Rate Ordinance No. 15 as read.  Logan seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous.
		b.		Hiring of Office Clerk/Board Secretary.		Montana Jobs Workforce Service Center in Wolf Point began advertising the vacancy in November 2018 and after 30 days contacted NVCW&SD inquiring as to whether the vacancy still existed and if NVCW&SD wanted to extend its closing date by 30 days.  No applications were forwarded by job service in Wolf Point office.  Autumn Aliperto, Hawkins’ granddaughter, completed an application for the position and was interviewed by Nick Chiechi and Directors. Aliperto was hired on January 8, 2019 in a probationary hired status.  She will receive required office work training from Hawkins and will be evaluated by Directors after 90 days.
	New Business:
		a.		Review and Discussion of Visit with Congressman Gianforte.	Frankson  announced Nick Chiechi hoped to brief concerning his meeting in Billings with Congressman Gianforte, but was delayed.  Frankson called for a motion to table the review and discussion of Chiechi’s visit with Congressman Gianforte until Chiechi returns.  Millerick made the motion to table the review and discussion of Chiechi’s visit with Congressman Gianforte until Chiechi returns.  Logan seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous.
		b.		  Preview Dry Prairie plans/Crossover plans.	DPRWA has committed to helping with manpower to flush lines and giving as much advance notice as possible so the community will not be adversely impacted.  DPRWA has all hardware/plumbing installed inside the pit and is awaiting the communications contractor’s installation of the SCADA components and communications antenna before delivery of water to our storage facility/water tower.  The SCADA system monitors pump flows and system pressure.  The District will have to purchase a smart phone capable of connecting to the internet to login to this application/software in order to monitor/manage daily what DPRWA is pumping.
	Public Comments, Matters, or Concerns-Water and Sewer Service:  	Frankson opened the floor to comments or questions from the public.  
		a.	Arlene Mills, 300A/B Spruce St.		Mrs. Mills questioned the status of a board decision on her claim of a refund of assessments paid under protest dating back to 2015 plus interest.  Directors advised Mills they would study the history of her claim, consult with legal counsel, and provide a reply at the next meeting.
	Board Comments:	  The next board meeting is February 26, 2019, 5 p.m., at Town Hall.
	Millerick made a motion for adjournment.  Logan seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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